
Did you know that letting your most weather-susceptible faucets drip during periods 
of extreme cold can keep your water pipes from freezing? 

Because liquid expands as it freezes, pipes full of water are vulnerable, and those out-
doors or running against exterior walls are especially susceptible. With a few preventive 
steps, you can save the expense and bother of burst pipes and water damage: 
• Insulate around pipes exposed to cold air by wrapping them with professionally 

approved heat tapes or other UL-listed insulation products.
• Remove, drain and store outdoor hoses, and close inside valves that supply outdoor 

lines. Leave the outside valve open during winter months so that remaining water 
can expand.

• Know the location of your shut-off valve for the water supply and consider shutting 
it down if you’re going to be away from your home for an extended period  
of time.

• If your garage has water supply lines, keep the doors closed. Even a few degrees of 
warmth can make a difference.

• When temperatures are very low, opening kitchen and bathroom cabinet doors 
gives indoor plumbing access to warmer air. Just be sure to remove any chemicals 
or cleaners you may store in those areas; these substances may be hazardous to 
children or pets.

• If you travel for the holidays, keep your thermostat at or above 55 degrees to help 
keep your pipes warm enough to prevent freezing.

These simple tips will help keep your pipes secure this winter season and allow you to 
focus your attention on staying warm! 

The Cincinnati Insurance Companies

Personal Insurance Tips

DON’T LET COLD WEATHER 
ICE YOUR PIPES THIS WINTER

For information, coverage 
availability in your state, quotes 
or policy service, please contact 
your local independent agent 
recommending coverage.

Our loss control service is advisory only. We assume no responsibility for management or control of customer loss control activities or for implementation of recommended corrective measures. 
These materials were gathered from trade services and public information. We have not tried to identify all exposures. We do not warrant that this information is consistent with the underwriting 
guidelines of The Cincinnati Insurance Company and its subsidiaries or with any federal, state or local law, regulation or ordinance.

This is not a policy. For a complete statement of the coverages and exclusions, please see the policy contract. “The Cincinnati Insurance Companies”, “Cincinnati Insurance” and “Cincinnati” refer to 
member companies of the insurer group providing property and casualty coverages through The Cincinnati Insurance Company or one of its wholly owned subsidiaries – The Cincinnati Indemnity Company 
or The Cincinnati Casualty Company. Each insurer has sole financial responsibility for its own products. Not all subsidiaries operate in all states. Do not reproduce or post online, in whole or in part, without 
written permission. © 2020 The Cincinnati Insurance Company. 6200 S. Gilmore Road, Fairfield, OH 45014-5141.

Adv. 305 (1/18) Ed. 2 cinfin.com




